; p . [ 348 ] The machine was fufpended by filk lines, in fuch a manner, that every part of it was not lefs than two feet diftant from any non-eleCtric. The lines were dried by a chafing-difh of fire made with char coal, as was likewife the glafs globe and every other precaution was ftriCtly obferved, that feemed neceffary for making the experiments.
The DoCtor appeared to be well verfed in electri cal inquiries, and fhewed great judgment in conduct ing the whole. He got upon the fufpended appara tus himfelf, and rubbed the globe with both his hands; whilft another perfon, who was likewife fufpendedi turned the wheel of the machine. Clofe to the globe was a flender flip o f lead at one end of which was faftened fome brafs tinfel, to ferveas a col lector of the eleCtric matter. The other end of the lead had a communication with a tin tube, which was fupported by filk lines about a foot in length: and as this tube hung higher than I could reach, another was hooked to it by means of a wire which hung down to a convenient diftance.
As I flood upon the floor, I took hold of this laft tube, whilft the glafs was rubbed, that the , and the perfons on it, might lofe as much of their natural electricity as poflible underYuch circumftances. On removing my hand, and afterwards approaching the tube, fometimes with my finger, and at other times with a key, we obferved very fmall explofions, which were little more than juft fenfible.
I then defired one of the Doctor's fervants (who likewife-ftood upon the floor) to lay hold of the fuf pended apparatus on which the DoCtor was mounted, whilft the friction of the globe was continued. Im mediately
mediatley on approaching the tube as before, with my finger, and then with the key, a very great difference was obfe?vedj for now the explofion was very large compared with the former trials. Doftor le Monnier defired the experiments might be repeated; which was done feveral times, and, to all appearance, the differences were the fame. He was perfectly fatisfied that the experiments were fairly made, and that the explofion was much greater when the apparatus communicated with the earthy than when it communicated with the air only.
As feveral gentlemen of the Royal Academy of Sciences in Paris were of opinion that thefe experi ments defer ved attention, I thought your lordfhip would not be difpleafed, if I did myfelf the honour of communicating them.
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